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MEDIA RELEASE 

 
AIRPORTS COMPANY SOUTH AFRICA STATEMENT ON AIRPORT RENAMING 

 
CAPE TOWN, 5 June 2018 – Airports Company South Africa wishes to emphasise that the public 

consultation session on airport renaming held at Cape Town International Airport on Monday evening 

was ultimately properly concluded in spite of demonstrations that disrupted proceedings for a period. 

 

Submissions on new names for the airport are still open until midnight on 6 June 2018 for any 

member of the public to motivate their choice. Those who did not manage to be heard at the public 

consultation can therefore still have a say. Proposals made by e-mail and through other channels 

will carry equal weight to those made at public meetings. 

 

Decisions on a new airport name will not be influenced by threats or based on who shouted the 

loudest. Views expressed at consultation meetings do not constitute a binding vote on the name to 

be selected. 

 

The public consultation meeting held at Cape Town International Airport on Monday evening was 

attended by about 800 people who made a variety of submissions. 

 

The meeting was part of the renaming process that is defined by the South African Geographical 

Names Council Act of 1998 (Act No. 118 of 1998) and government’s Handbook on Geographic 

Names.  

 

The intention of the meeting was to give the public an opportunity to respectfully present their name 

choices. That agreement was made by the external facilitator with the attendees at the outset of the 

meeting.   
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There were many in attendance who had come to make their representations peacefully and 

cooperatively.  There were others who appeared to have come with the specific intention to disrupt 

the meeting. 

 

When the intention of the meeting was disregarded and when other attendees were threatened, it 

was imperative that Airports Company South Africa protect the integrity of the consultation and the 

safety of those in attendance. The meeting was therefore declared closed until the disruptors had 

agreed to proceed in a more respectful manner. 

  

The decision to close the meeting until the disruptors again agreed to conduct themselves 

respectfully was necessary because such a consultation cannot continue when its integrity has been 

undermined. 

 

The meeting was then reconvened and continued until the allocated time of 8pm with many casting 

votes for their favourite name both verbally and by ballot.  

 

The process of gathering public input on possible names for airports is an essential and prescribed 

element of the renaming process. Everyone has the right to be heard and Airports Company South 

Africa will continue to ensure that all views on renaming of airports are taken into consideration. 

 

Proposals can be submitted by e-mail to Corporate.Affairs@airports.co.za or hand-delivered to the 

Airports Company South Africa office at the nearest airport.  

 

 
ENDS 

  

mailto:Corporate.Affairs@airports.co.za


 

 

Tel +27 11 723 1400 Fax +27 11 453 9354 

The Maples, Riverwoods, 24 Johnson Road, Bedfordview, Gauteng, South Africa, 2008 

P O Box 75480, Gardenview, Gauteng, South Africa, 2047 

www.airports.co.za 

  
                                      Airports Company South Africa SOC Ltd Reg No 1993/004149/30 VAT no 4930138393 Board of Directors: D Botha (Acting Chairman), B Maseko (Chief Executive Officer), K Matlou   

 

Media enquiries:  

Hulisani Rasivhaga, Media Relations Specialist, Corporate Office 

Direct: +27 11 409 3970 

Cell: 074 467 3710 

E-Mail: Hulisani.Rasivhaga@airports.co.za 

 
Notes to editors about Airports Company South Africa 
 
Airports Company South Africa is the largest airport operator in Africa. Our mission is to develop and manage 
world-class airport infrastructure for the benefit of all stakeholders 
 
We manage South Africa’s nine principal airports.* In fulfilling this task, Airports Company South Africa enables 
more than 80 percent of South Africa’s commercial air travel. Our airports process 40 million arriving and 
departing passengers a year.  
 
In the 2016/17 financial year, Airports Company South Africa reported total revenue of R8.6 billion. Currently 
63% of Airports Company South Africa revenue is derived from regulated tariffs for aircraft landing and parking 
fees and a passenger service charge. The remaining 37% is non-aeronautical revenue generated by airport 
retail, parking, property and other services.  
 
Airports Company South Africa’s global footprint extends to technical advisory services and support, airport 
management, and operating concessions in India, Brazil, Munich, and Ghana.  
 
We also frequently feature among the winners of independently-judged global airport awards. In the 2017 
Airports Service Quality awards presented by Airports Council International no less than four of our airports 
were honoured: 

• King Shaka International Airport achieved first place in Best Airport by Region; 
• Cape Town International Airport achieved third place in Best Airport by Region; 
• Cape Town International Airport was named Best Airport in Africa (over 20 000 air traffic movements) 

in the Safety Awards;  
• Bram Fischer International Airport achieved first place in Best Airport by Region in the under 2 million 

passengers category as well as Most Improved Airport; and 
• Upington International Airport joined the 2016 Director’s Roll of Excellence for being ranked in the top 

five airports for its category, size and region from 2006 to 2015.  
 
For more information please visit www.airports.co.za. 
 
*South African airports we operate are: O. R. Tambo International Airport, Cape Town International Airport, 
King Shaka International Airport, George Airport, Bram Fischer International Airport, Upington Airport, 
Kimberley Airport, Port Elizabeth Airport and East London Airport.  

 
  

http://www.airports.co.za/

