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Cane burning procedures for the new Airport at La Mercy 

Introduction 

It is  the  Airport  Authority’s intention  to  support  ongoing  cane  growing  operations  in  the  
area surrounding the airport, within the ambit of its primary obligation of ensuring safety of 
aircraft and its occupants. 

This document sets the proposed guidelines for cane burning in the area surrounding the new 
airport at La Mercy based on ACSA’s statutory responsibilities in terms of safe airport and 
airspace operations. 

The following issues were considered when determining cane burning restrictions in the 
area surrounding the airport: 

 Operational aircraft and airspace safety 

 Statutory airport emergency procedures applicable to a 10 kilometres radius surrounding 
the airport (Any fire, controlled or otherwise, in a 10 kilometres radius to be reported 
via the Fire protection Association, once established 

 Aircraft emergency (precautions to give maximum flexibility to respond to an emergency) 

 Airport capacity on the hours of operation (present and future) 

 Prevailing environmental conditions (wind, cloud base, FDI guidance) 

 Visibility constraints. 

This document must be read in conjunction with all relevant fire regulatory laws (including 
Acts, Regulations and Bylaws). 

The restrictions will be reviewed by the Airport Authority and discussed with the affected 
parties at least annually. A Fire Protection Association (FPA) once established and the 
Environmental Community Forum will be used as a vehicle for interaction with all 
affected parties. ACSA will, through the FPA, provide details of its burning control 
requirements within a radius of 10 kilometres of the new airport at La Mercy, and from an 
airport and airspace safety perspective. The FPA will be responsible for incorporating these 
requirements into its policies and procedures for its jurisdiction, and which will become 
binding on all in its area. 

 

Zones 

The following zones with associated controls are identified for the area surrounding the 
airport as well as at the airport. 

Zone A: Notification Zone – 

A 10 kilometres zone surrounding an airport is subject to compulsory fire notification. The 
FPA must immediately be informed of all controlled and unplanned fires in this Zone. 



2  

Zone B: Controlled Burning Zone – 

A lateral distance of 2 kilometres from the runway extended centreline, is subject to 
following restrictions: 

 Wind direction and forecast – Burning should take place when the wind direction is 
away from the runway and extended centreline 

 Cloud base ‐ No burning should take place during low cloud base weather conditions 
(cloud base lower than 1500 feet Above Ground Level (AGL)). 

Zone C: Restricted Burning Zone – 

This area is defined as an area along the extended runway centreline, starting with a width 
of 600 metres from the airport perimeter, and 3300 meters at a distance of 10 kilometres 
from the airport. Generally no burning will be allowed in this area. This restriction may be 
relaxed with permission from the FPA based on consultation with ACSA. Factors that will be 
considered are: 

 Time of day 

 Weather (e.g. Wind direction, velocity and forecast, FDI) 

 Air Traffic (intensity and nature). 
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Operating framework for aerial sugarcane spraying in the vicinity 
of the new airport at La Mercy 

 

The following requirements will pertain in an effort to ensure operational execution and 
coexistence between the Sugar Cane Growers Association and airport operations at the new 
airport at La Mercy. From existing and past experience the procedure listed below has 
always served all stakeholders to their satisfaction: 

 Aerial spraying will only take place in Visual Meteorological Conditions as defined 
in the Aviation Legislation of South Africa 

 Aircraft will be equipped with transponder as specified for the Control Zone (CTR), 
Terminal Area (TMA) and the vicinity of such airspace as defined in the SA 
Aeronautical Information Publication and Aviation Legislation in South Africa 

 Two way radio communications will be established and maintained through the 
operations 

 Operators will comply with Air Traffic Flow Management Procedures and the Flexible 
Use of Airspace (FUA) as described in the SA Aeronautical Information Publication 

 All Rules of the Air and General Operating Rules as documented in the Aviation 
Legislation in South Africa shall be complied with 

 Operator to confirm detailed operating procedures for the day’s operation, with ATC. 

 The operation will be in agreement between the pilot‐in‐command and the duty Air 
Traffic Controller of the shift 

 The Air Traffic Controller will make the decision independently based on the inter 
dependence on all the aircraft movements under his jurisdiction, considering all 
relevant International and local Standard Recommended Practices (SARPS) 

 A Flight Plan will be a requirement. 


