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CAPE TOWN RUNWAY PROJECT RECEIVES THE GREEN LIGHT 
  
CAPE TOWN, 31 January 2018 – Cape Town International Airport has received final approval from 
the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) for the construction of the airport’s new realigned 
runway. This project marks a R3.8 billion investment into the economy of Cape Town and the 
Western Cape. 
  
The DEA concluded the appeals process and has now ruled that the runway project may proceed.  
 
Deidre Davids of Cape Town International Airport, is pleased that the airport’s plans have reached 
this important milestone. “The team has worked long and hard to get us to this point. We have gone 
out of our way to engage interested and affected parties and today we celebrate. We remain 
committed to being a responsible developer upholding all environmental and other requirements. Part 
of being a responsible developer is to be most mindful of the current water situation when we 
construct”, said Davids.  
 
The airport will realign the primary runway and construct parallel and rapid exit taxiways. The 
realigned primary runway will be 3 500m in length and will be built to international specifications. The 
new runway and associated infrastructure will facilitate greater air access into Cape Town and the 
Western Cape and will enable growth of passenger and cargo traffic that is essential for tourism and 
economic activity.  
 
The developments will improve access for larger aircraft with a wingspan of 65m or more, such as the 
Airbus A-380. Given the efforts around air access and the resultant passenger growth, the timing of 
the approval of this project is apt. If all processes, such as detailed design, are concluded timeously, 
construction of the runway will start in 2019.  
 
“This project is about growth, not only for the airport and the network of Airports Company South 
Africa airports, but also for the region as a whole. Cape Town has every reason to celebrate” added 
Davids.  
 
“We wish to take the opportunity to thank industry, especially the airlines, the City and Province and 
the communities of Cape Town for their ongoing support”, she concluded. 
 
Airports Company South Africa will notify the Department of Environmental Affairs at least 14 days 
before construction of the runway realignment project commences.  
  
ENDS 

For media queries, please contact: 
Deidre Davids, Senior Manager: Corporate Affairs, Cape Town International Airport 
deidre.davids@airports.co.za / mediadesk@airports.co.za   
021 937 1200 
  
Distributed on behalf of Airports Company South Africa by FTI Consulting 
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Airports Company South Africa is the largest airport operator in Africa. Our mission is to develop and manage 
world-class airport infrastructure for the benefit of all stakeholders 
 
We manage South Africa’s nine principal airports.* In fulfilling this task, Airports Company South Africa enables 
more than 80 percent of South Africa’s commercial air travel. Our airports process 40 million arriving and 
departing passengers a year.  
 
In the 2016/17 financial year, Airports Company South Africa reported total revenue of R8.6 billion. Currently 
63% of Airports Company South Africa revenue is derived from regulated tariffs for aircraft landing and parking 
fees and a passenger service charge. The remaining 37% is non-aeronautical revenue generated by airport 
retail, parking, property and other services.  
 
Airports Company South Africa’s global footprint extends to technical advisory services and support, airport 
management, and operating concessions in India, Brazil, Ghana, and has a Sister Airport Agreement with 
Munich Airport.  
 
We also frequently feature among the winners of independently-judged global airport awards. In the 2017 
Airports Service Quality awards presented by Airports Council International no less than four of our airports 
were honoured: 

 King Shaka International Airport achieved first place in Best Airport by Region; 

 Cape Town International Airport achieved third place in Best Airport by Region; 

 Cape Town International Airport was named Best Airport in Africa (over 20 000 air traffic movements) in 
the Safety Awards;  

 Bram Fischer International Airport achieved first place in Best Airport by Region in the under 2 million 
passengers category as well as Most Improved Airport; and 

 Upington International Airport joined the 2016 Director’s Roll of Excellence for being ranked in the top five 
airports for its category, size and region from 2006 to 2015.  

 
For more information please visit www.airports.co.za. 
 
*South African airports we operate are: O. R. Tambo International Airport, Cape Town International Airport, 
King Shaka International Airport, George Airport, Bram Fischer International Airport, Upington Airport, 
Kimberley Airport, Port Elizabeth Airport and East London Airport. 
 
 

http://www.airports.co.za/

